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Afternoon...Afternoon...Afternoon...
frfrf ivrivr olitea!frivolitea!

BEATONS, THE SQUARE, TISBURY, SP3 6JP
Open Seven Days 01747 871819

Beatons Tearooms @beatonstearoomswww.beatonstearooms.co.uk

For the very best in renovation, maintenance, landscaping and project management for residential 
building projects of all sizes.  The trusted building partner for residential extensions, alterations, 

general maintenance and repairs; right up to spectacular country house building and restoration.
Mouldings are renowned for their quality, care and specialist skills.

mouldingthebuilder.co.uk   •   01722 742228

This spring is full of optimism and hope as Covid 
slowly fades behind us and we look forward to 
rediscovering our lives. Despite the energy and joy 
of this time of the year, we must continue to keep the 
sadness of Ukraine in our thoughts and hope that an 
agreement is soon reached that will allow the country 
to start to rebuild itself.

May is a time of fresh, new growth and enthusiasm for life in all things 
and here too at Village Buzz, we want to make sure that our lovely 
magazine does not stagnate but continues to develop and grow in a 

way that is always relevant to you, our readers. One of our goals 
is to always include new topics, articles and details of local 
events we hope will interest you. For example, this month we 
have fascinating features on hedgehogs, traditional May Day 

customs and local farming – all written by local people. So if there are 
any upcoming events or talks in your village that we could tell the valley 
about, please send us details and we will be delighted to feature them 
in future issues. We are also considering putting together a ‘directory’ 
of local societies and groups in the Nadder Valley but we really do need 
your help to do this. If you’d like to be included, please send us your 
society’s contact details and a brief paragraph about its activities. If there 
is anything in particular you would like to see in our issues, please give 
us your suggestions. We want to make Village Buzz ‘your’ magazine – 
created by local people for local people!

Let us all share the energy and optimism of spring with neighbours 
and friends, helping when needed but always trying to take a precious 
moment to enjoy our surroundings. The green haze of new foliage and 
early blossom are delighting the eye, both hinting at more beautiful 
things to come. Enjoy it (and our magazine too – of course)!
 
						      Gill & Jan 
						      Editor and her Junior

Welcome to our May issue 
celebrating the arrival of spring!

http://www.instagram.com/beatonstearooms
https://www.facebook.com/beatonstearoomstisbury/
http://www.beatonstearooms.co.uk
http://www.mouldingthebuilder.co.uk
tel://01722742228
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The farming rollercoaster ride  
and a game of roulette.
Ben Jeans – Compton Chamberlayne

THE OLD SAYING ‘the difference 
between a good farmer and a bad farmer 
is a week’, has perhaps never been 
more apt. Currently, however, with the 
unprecedented volatility of commodity 
markets since the horrific and shocking 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, this saying 
applies as much to the timing of buying 
and selling as it does to agronomic 
practice.

Nitrogen fertiliser, for example, cost £250 per tonne 
a year ago. Before the invasion it was already at an 
astronomic £650 as a result of the high natural gas 
price, but now it sits at about £900; this further hike 
resulting from Ukraine normally being a major 
exporter of this product through the Black Sea. The 
3800 tonnes of grain this farm produces per year, 
plus straw and forage for the dairy, requires about 
300 tonnes of nitrogen – a large proportion of our 
input costs even during normal times. Fortunately, 
the blow to our business has been cushioned by 
three factors. We bought ‘forward’ a fair proportion 

for harvest ‘22 last summer at what then 
seemed like an eye-watering price of about 
£300 per tonne… Our mixed farming system 
reduces our requirements compared to an 
all-arable farm and, most importantly, the 
price of wheat, barley and oilseed rape have 
all shot up, again due to Ukraine normally 
being a major producer. Budgets are out of 
date before the ink has dried but the overall 
arable margins could end up being similar to 
last year. Unprecedented volatility though, 
means farming now feels like a game of 
roulette and with raised stakes. 

The full impact of these costs will really 
hit the wider industry this coming winter. 
As a generalisation, livestock farmers are 

more likely to buy their fertiliser when 
they actually need it, ie now. Anecdotally, 
many have therefore made the decision 
to cut back and some have decided not to 
apply any this spring and reduce livestock 
numbers to compensate. Falsely economic, 
this shouldn’t cause too many problems over 
the ‘growy’ spring and summer months but I 
can envisage a serious shortage of conserved 
forage stocks for the winter and a significant 
drop in food production, which in the dairy 
sector has already started. For example, year-
on-year domestic milk output for March is 
already down over 3.8%. Of course, scarcity 
will mean consumers will end up paying 
more for their food, in addition to everything 
else, but that doesn’t resolve producers’ 

Spring barley for distilling emerging in rows.

Andrew and Ben planting the Platinum 
Jubilee clump in the Broad Chalke water 
meadows alongside Ben’s grandfather’s 
Silver Jubilee one!


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cashflow dramas right now. It’s the second 
time in two years that national food security 
has come under the spotlight, just at a time 
when we are all being encouraged to rewild 
our farms for the public’s good... 

On a more positive note, after a kind autumn 
and winter the farm has sprung into life 
and is now sporting its ephemeral yellow, 
white and deep green April plumage. The 
crops look pretty good, the cows are out, the 

swallows have arrived and it’s hard not to be 
uplifted after a walk over the downs at this 
time of year. Our troubles and challenges 
pale in comparison to those just 1000 or so 
miles to the East, so let’s hope that by the 
time I pen my next piece for this publication, 
we are discussing the impacts of Ukraine’s 
great rebound.— BJ

Ben Jeans manages his family’s arable and dairy farm on 
the Wiltshire Downs between Compton Chamberlayne 
and Broad Chalke in partnership with his father, Andrew.

Recently turned out, in-calf 
heifers grazing.Dinton Open Gardens 

4/5 June 2022
Our village Open Garden event this year will be on 
Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th of June between 2pm and 
6pm on each day. The dates have been chosen to link 
in with wider village events to celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. This is an important community event, 
the profits of which go to the Friends of St Mary, to ensure 
the upkeep of our fabulous church. This year we have six 
gardens confirmed thus far as opening with a few still  

to confirm. 
We are always looking for new gardens to be considered 
as well as the essential helpers. Whether you have green 
fingers or you want to help support this important event, 
we would be very grateful. If you can help in the build 
up or during the weekend, please contact the Chairman, 

Ben Bennington at: 

benbennington267@hotmail.com
Please be kind enough to spread the word, support the 

event and we look forward to seeing you on the day.

7

mailto:benbennington267%40hotmail.com?subject=
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Hedgehogs
Species of the month 

Peter Thompson, Barford St. Martin
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November is a very bad night for hedgehogs! 
Once hibernation takes place, the animal’s 

heartbeat will drop from a normal 190 beats per 
minute to around 20 and it will only take a breath 
once every few minutes. The animal basically 
appears to be dead, with cold feet and ears. 
However, touch it or create a sudden noise and it 
will raise its spines as a defence mechanism. The 
heart is the only area of the body that is kept near 
to the normal temperature and is the main drain on 
fat reserves. Hibernating animals have two types of 
fat, not only the normal white fat but also brown fat 
which is located around the brain, heart and lungs 
and is kept specially to help supply these areas and 
to give a burst of energy should the animal have to 
wake up.

During hibernation, all bodily functions continue 
to work, albeit at a very slow rate, which means 
that occasionally the animal must wake up to 
defecate and may even take a little drink at the 
same time. It may sound daft, but it might also take 
this opportunity to catch up on some sleep – as 
the brain is unable to do this if the body is not at 
normal body temperature!

The hedgehog was named because of its peculiar 
foraging methods. As hedgehogs root through 
hedges and other undergrowth in search of 
food, they emit quite loud piglike grunts – thus 
hedgehog. Hedgehogs eat all manner of things, 
from beetles and millipedes, to slugs and snails and 
are even quite partial to an egg or two if they come 
across them! 

The population of hedgehogs in rural 
Britain is continuing a steep decline 
according to research. The State of 
Britain’s Hedgehogs report found 
numbers are down in rural areas by 
between 30% and 75% since 2000.

However, this is in stark contrast to towns and 
cities where the data showed that hedgehog 
populations may be starting to recover. 

This recent report by wildlife charities the 
People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) and 
The British Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS), 
used data gathered between 1981 and 2020 from 
five ongoing surveys. This showed that hedgehogs 
have undergone a long historic decline, but that 
there are now vast differences between urban and 
rural populations.

My own research on hedgehog abundance 
backs this up, as I worked with farmers on the 
Hampshire/Wiltshire borders, finding that 
although most villages appear to have resident 
hedgehogs, there where virtually none out in the 
wider countryside. There may be a multitude of 
reasons for this absence, for example, depleted 
habitat, lack of food and predation by badgers to 
name but a few. 

The other big killer of hedgehogs is of course 
the car, with estimates that potentially, between 
100,000 and 150,000 hedgehogs could be killed 
each year on our roads. If this is the case, it would 

represent around one quarter of the estimated 
UK hedgehog population is being killed by motor 
vehicles every year.

So, what can we all do to help in our own little 
way? Well, unbelievably hedgehogs can travel 
about one mile (1.6km) every night through 
gardens and parks in search of food and mates. 
Gardens can be havens for hedgehogs, but 
only if they are connected via gaps in or under 
garden boundaries to let hedgehogs in and out. 
A ‘hedgehog highway’ (a 13cm/5in or CD-case-
sized square gap) will enable hedgehogs to roam 
between neighbouring gardens and green spaces, 
which is vital to their survival.

Along with making sure your garden is 
‘connected’, also leave a corner of your garden 
to go ‘wild’. Make sure that you check hedges 
and undergrowth before strimming or clipping 
them and perhaps think of making a home for 
hedgehogs to hibernate in.

Talking of hibernation, hedgehogs are amazing! 
The first thing that they do is to feed like crazy to 
build up as much fat reserves as possible (if you 
have a hedgehog in your garden and you want 
to help them do this – give them tinned cat or 
dog food – not bread and milk!) and then they 
will make themselves a nest or ‘hibernacula’ made 
of grass and leaves, tucked away in the bottom 
of a hedge or sometimes a ready-built bonfire. 
So always have a look before lighting, 5th of 


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AN EVENING WITH

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, COMPTON CHAMBERLAYNE

9 JULY 2022 

David is the Artistic Director of La Nuova 
Musica and returns to the Proms with them 
19 July 2022 for a performance of Purcell’s 
Dido and Aeneas with Alice Coote in the 
title role. This summer, he has also been 
working with the Orchestra of the Age of 
Enlightenment, as second conductor to 
Jonathan Cohen, on Glyndebourne Festival’s 
production of Handel’s Alcina.

Born in Staffordshire, Lucy Crowe studied at the 
Royal Academy of Music, where she is a Fellow.
She has sung with opera companies 
throughout the world, including the 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, the 
Glyndebourne Festival, English National Opera, 
the Teatro Real Madrid, the Deutsche Oper 
Berlin, the Bavarian State Opera Munich, and 
the Metropolitan Opera New York.

DAVID BATES
Artistic Director

LUCY CROWE
Soprano

Over the past ten years La Nuova Musica has established itself as ‘One of the most 
exciting consorts in the early music field’ BBC Radio 3. Under the direction of founder 
and Artistic Director, David Bates, LNM strives to reveal new aspects of familiar 
repertoire through dynamic performances of both masterpieces and lesser-known 

works from across the Baroque and Classical periods, alongside new commissions.

This exclusive performance is limited to 100 tickets only 
£50.00 per ticket, drinks & canapés included.

Please contact Sara Willan on sarawillan@gmail.com or call: 01722 785086

A 
CONCERT 

IN AID OF 

OUR BEAUTIFUL 

13 TH CENTURY CHURCH

Set in the beautiful Chalke 
Valley The Crown Inn is a 17th 
century traditional thatched country inn, with bed 
& breakfast accommodation, in the ancient parish of Alvediston, 
midway between Shaftesbury & Salisbury. We serve authentic 
delicious pub food and local ales and ciders. We are dog friendly and 
have a large garden and car park. Incorporated into the pub is our 
unique Vintage & Various Room With a vast collection of Vintage and 
Retro items, antiques, curios, Collectibles and Arts & Crafts for sale. Come 
and browse, enjoy a beer or tea/coffee and find yourself a bargain.

The Crown Inn 
Alvediston, SP5 5JY

For pub and vintage & various room opening times please go to  
www.thecrownalvediston.co.uk

Tel 01722 780203
email@thecrownalvediston.co.uk
www.thecrownalvediston.co.uk

Join our Heating Oil 
BUYING CLUB!
and SAVE up to 
10% on your heating 
oil cost!
•  FREE TO JOIN
•  Independent of suppliers
•  Order for more than one location
•  Pay the supplier direct
•  Local suppliers and depots
•  Fortnightly reminders and opportunities 

to place orders
•  Monthly budget scheme available
•  Over 1000 members buying 1.5 million 

litres annually!

FOR MORE INFORMATION & FREE REGISTRATION 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Hedgehog mums (sows) will feed their babies 
called urchins or hoglets for up to eight weeks and 
then will leave them to fend for themselves. The dads 
(boars) have nothing to do with the young (typical I 
hear some of you shout!). 

The urchins are born with their 
eyes and ears closed and with their 
first spines, which are white and 
covered with skin. As soon as they 
are born, these spines start to come 
through and their eyes and ears 
open at about 14 days. Their teeth 
come through after 21 days and in eight weeks the 
hoglets are ready to become independent.

Although their eyesight is poor, they have good 
hearing and a well-developed sense of smell. 
Hedgehogs are good runners, proficient climbers 
and can even swim.

So, how are local hedgehogs here in the Nadder 
valley faring? I thought that we might do a little bit 
of research ourselves! How about letting me know if 
you have hedgehogs present in your garden or if you 
see one out and about in the ‘Village Buzz’ area. You 
only need to let me know once – not every time you 

see the same one! I am also interested in ‘road-kill’ 
hedgehogs being reported.

Please tell me how many you have seen – so if you 
have more than one – count them up over a period 

of time and then send me the 
total number of individuals 
that inhabit your garden/area 
(try not to count the same one 
more than once!). Please give 
me the date of your observation 
and a place (either a house 
number/name and post code or 

an ordinance survey grid reference). Send the info 
through to either my email: peter.gl.thompson@
outlook.com or text me on 07710344340.

I will send each record to the county records centre 
and summarise our findings in Village Buzz at the end 
of the year. I hope you will take part! — PT

Peter Thompson lives in Barford St. Martin and has worked in 
conservation and farming all his life. You might also be interested in 
reading his blog: ‘Fresh Air Scribblings’  

https://freshairscribblings.blogspot.com

mailto:sarawillan%40gmail.com?subject=
tel://01722780203
mailto:peter.gl.thompson%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:peter.gl.thompson%40outlook.com?subject=
https://freshairscribblings.blogspot.com/
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Our luxury f leet  inc ludes :

www.naddervalleytravel.co.uk

Contact Stephen or Darren:

07484 634262
enquiries@naddervalleytravel.co.uk

WIFI avai lable  upon request

QuarterPageLandscape  12/4/21  3:49 pm  Page 1

Selling, Letting and Managing  
Property in the Nadder Valley  

and Beyond.

The Loft,  
Tisbury  
SP3 6JG

01747 442500
hello@ruralview.co.uk
www.ruralview.co.uk

We are a family run business based in Fovant

✱ Family run  
✱ BPCA member  
✱ RSPH qualifed  
✱ Sensible pricing  
✱ Fully insured 
✱ Reliable & Discreet 
✱ Evenings & weekends

PEST CONTROL

07541 358570
01722 714308
www.greystonespestcontrol.com 
michael@greystonespestcontrol.com

Newly refurbished riverside gastro village pub.
Locally sourced seasonal menu, regional ales 

and a warm and friendly welcome.

THE SHIP INN
BURCOMBE, SP2 0EJ

Tel: 01722 744 440
Email: shipinnburcombe@gmail.com

Website: www.shipinnburcombe.co.uk

tel://07484634262
tel://07707662199
mailto:lister.trees%40outlook.com?subject=
http://www.listertrees.co.uk
http://facebook.com/listertrees
tel://07541358570
tel://01722714308
tel://01722744440
tel://01747442500
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May 2022

DATE

SUNDAY

SOUTHERN AREA

Ansty

Compton Chamberlayne

Fovant

Sutton Mandeville

Swallowcliffe

NORTHERN AREA

Barford St Martin

Baverstock

Chilmark

Dinton

Teffont Evias

Teffont Magna

WESTERN AREA

Chicklade

Hindon

Fonthill Bishop

Fonthill Gifford

Tisbury

SERVICES

AAC	 All Age Communion
AAS	 All Age Service
BCP	 Book of Common Prayer
CbE	 Communion be Extension
CW	 Common Worship
E	 Evensong or Evening Prayer
FC	 All Age Family Communion
HC	 Holy Communion (said)

HCO2T/C	 Order 2 Communion, 
	 traditional/contemporary 

M	 Mattins or Morning Prayer

MPr	 Morning Praise
PC	 Order 1 Communion (with hymns)

PCT	 Order 1 Communion,  
	 traditional language (with hymns)	

PCO2T	 Order 2 Communion,  
	 traditional language 
	 (with hymns)

PCO2T/C	 Order 2 Communion, 
	 traditional/contemporary 

RS	 Reflective Service
SoW	 Service of the Word

CLERGY

BM	 Becca McDonnell
CF	 Colin Fox
EB	 Elaine Brightwell
GS	 Graham Southgate
JA	 Judy Anderson
JMH	 Juliette Hulme
JN	 Jo Naish
MG	 Michael Goater
MH	 Mark Hayter
TF	 Tina Fox

8 May

Easter 4

11.15 PC MH

– – –

– – –

09.30 PCO2T MH

18.00 EBCP EB

09.30 MCW LAY

– – –

09.30 AAS EB

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

09.30 AAC JN

08.00 HCBCP JMH

11.15 MBCP JN

09.30 PC JMH

15 May

Easter 5

11.15 HCBCP GS

11.15 SoW JA

18.00 EBCP GS

– – –

08.00 HCBCP GS

09.30 HCBCP CF

– – –

11.15 AAC EB

09.30 AAC EB

– – –

11.15 AAC TF

– – –

18.00 EBCP JN

09.30 MBCP JA

08.00 HCBCP JN

09.30 PC JMH

18.00 Chr EBCP JA

22 May

Easter 6

ROGATION SUNDAY

11.15 AAC MH

– – –

09.30 PC GS

– – –

11.15 AAS for 
Rogation GS

09.30 AAC TF

– – –

11.15 MPr LAY

09.30 MCW JA

– – –

– – –

09.30 PC for 
Rogation 
at Martha’s 
Down

JN

– – –

11.15 MBCP
JMH/

JA

08.00 HCBCP JMH

09.30 PC JMH/
BM

26 May

Ascension Day

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

11.00 HCT GS

– – –

– – –

19.00 PC (Solemn)
JMH/
GS/JA

29 May

Easter 7

– – –

– – –

09.30 PC Area 
Service GS

– – –

– – –

10.00 AAC Area 
Service MG

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

– – –

11.15 PCBCP Area 
Service JMH

1 May

Easter 3

11.15 MBCP LAY

09.30 PCT GS

08.00 HCO2T MH

18.00 EBCP GS

11.15 PCT GS

11.15 AAC+APCM EB

– – –

11.15 AAC JN

09.30 AAC MH

09.30 AAS EB

– – –

– – –

09.30 PC JN

17.00 EBCP EB

08.00 HCBCP JMH

09.30 Pet service
JMH/

JA
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Nadder Valley Benefice – Church Services

Do you need a little  
quiet time? 

...and space to find

Healing and 
Wholeness

In these troubling days we 
would like to invite you to join us 
for a time of quiet prayer and 

contemplation -
For yourself and for those whom 
you care about when times are 

difficult

6.00pm 

Wednesday May 11th
St Andrew’s Chapel, 

St John the Baptist, Tisbury

Including a reading, a song, 
meditation and prayers for all  

the needs of your world.

“Come to me all who are heavy 
laden and I will give you rest”

says Jesus.

Save the date!
Children’s Celebration Holiday Workshop

Wednesday 1st June, 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Teffont Village Hall

An afternoon of celebration, history, craft, big makes and right royal fun! 

EVERYONE WELCOME – BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL!!

So that we can make sure we have everything you need for a fantastic afternoon !
Contact Revd Jo Naish on 01747871820  or email – revdjoannanaish@gmail.com to book your spot.  

All children will need to be accompanied by a responsible adult at all times.

mailto:revdjoannanaish%40gmail.com?subject=
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The Month of May

“I thought that spring 
must last forevermore;  
for I was young and loved, 
and it was May.” 
– Vera Brittain(1)

THESE FEW BRIGHT WORDS of youthful 
anticipation capture so aptly what most people 
will have felt at some time in their lives during 
the month of May and will, hopefully, continue 
to feel as they grow older. As Samuel Ullman 
wrote “Youth is not a time of life; it is a state of 
mind… It is the freshness of the deep springs 
of life…whether sixteen or sixty every human 
being may experience wonder… the undaunted 
challenge of events, the unfailing childlike 
appetite for the future, the joy in living(2)…” 
In the past, the weather in May 
could be cooler than today and 
older readers may remember 
their forebears saying “Cast 
not a clout till May is out” and 
being told as children not to 
discard warm clothing too 
early(3). Nonetheless, it is the 
month when “lovers, subject to 
the same force which reawakens 
the plants, feel their hearts 
open again, recall past trusts 
and past vows, and moments 
of tenderness, and yearn for 
a renewal of the magical 
awareness which is love." 
– Sir Thomas Malory.(4) 

Over the centuries this 
Spring-driven energy has 
permeated into community 
life across Britain and given us 

countless age-old customs and 
ceremonies, some rooted in 
pagan rituals, some religious, 
others secular. In earlier 
times they were celebrated 
with great roistering, music 
and dancing by people whose 
lives were, for most days of 
the year, consumed by the 
constant grind of hard work, 
subsistence and even survival. 

Happily, in England we 
have managed to hold on to 
many old ways, commendably 
so, as they had to survive 
firstly Oliver Cromwell’s 
puritanical zeal in the 
17th century and later the 
social changes wrought by 
industrialisation(5). Legislative 
change and technical 

Paul Cordle – Chicksgrove
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developments since the Second 
World War have also transformed 
how we live; most people now 
have leisure time and a choice of 
entertainment which were unknown 
in the past. Although today we let 
off-steam differently, we remain 
enchanted by old ways and do our 
best to keep them going when they 
appear endangered by ‘Health & 
Safety’ rules. 

The historic celebration of May 
Day originated in ancient pagan and 
agricultural rituals which marked 
the much-anticipated return of 
spring; the ancient Greeks and 
Romans also held such festivals. It 
so happened that 1 May 1707 was 
also the day on which the Act of 
Union came into effect, joining the 
Kingdoms of England (including 
Wales) and Scotland to form the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and, again quite separately, May Day 
was chosen in 1889 as the date for 
International Workers' Day by the 
emerging socialist and communist 
movements(6).

The widespread European 
practice of Maypole dancing is also 
thought to go back to pagan times as 
part of the festival known as Beltane. 
It was almost certainly a fertility 

rite symbolising the union of the 
masculine and feminine which 
remains the unspoken theme of May 
Day as celebrated today. The earliest 
records of it in this country date 
from the 14th century and by the 
15th century it was widely practised 
in southern Britain. Morris dancing 
is also linked to May Day. This form 
of folk dancing was presumably 
quite well established by the time of 
its first written mention, dated 1448, 
which records that the Worshipful 
Company of Goldsmiths in the City 
of London paid seven shillings to 

Morris dancers.
Some of our customs do not have 

such ancient origins as we might 
think, for instance the traditional 
‘crowning’ of a May King and 
Queen. Whilst the idea stems from 
the medieval custom of having a 
‘lord and lady of the may’ it was 
not popularised as a crowning until 
Alfred Lord Tennyson wrote his 
poem ‘The May Queen’ in 1855  
– see page 24. 

Another May practice is beating 
the bounds of a parish which still 
takes place in some parishes even 

if only in a symbolic way. This is 
on Rogation Sunday which, in the 
Church calendar, falls on the 6th 
Sunday after Easter – this year 
on 22nd May. The practice most 
probably goes back to Saxon times, 
well before the existence of maps. 
It was the day on which the priest 
and parishioners would walk along 
their parish boundary with wands 
or sticks, marking it and reminding 
the younger generation what they 
would, in time, become responsible 
for. Another important aspect of 
Rogation Sunday, still practised 
today, is to ask for God’s blessing 
on where we live, our fields and 
harvest  (the Latin word ‘rogare’ 
means to ask). Another centuries-
old tradition with a quasi-religious 
theme is maintained 
at Magdalen College, 
Oxford when revellers 
gather below the Great 
Tower at 6am to listen 
to the chapel choir sing 
traditional madrigals 
as a conclusion to 
the previous night's 
festivities. 

Across the country, 
there are countless 
festivities on May Day 
and throughout the 
month. They bring 
communities together 
and create memories 
for the young and a 
sense of continuity 
for older generations. 
Readers will be familiar 
with Ansty’s Maypole 
and Morris dancing; 
beyond that, space does 
not allow the mention of any local 
event other than how the people of 
Great Wishford in the Wylye valley 
keep 29th May. Their celebration 
perpetuates an old medieval right to 
collect firewood in nearby Grovely 
Wood which, when threatened, was 
confirmed by the Forest Court in 
1603. Early in the morning, a branch 
of an oak tree is collected from 
the wood and hung from St Giles’s 
Church tower. Later, to remind the 

world of their ancient right, a group 
from the village go to the Cathedral 
Close, dance and shout “Grovely, 
Grovely, Grovely and all Grovely!” 
As we might imagine great merry-
making and maypole dancing follow 
their return to the village(7). 

Finally, Oak Apple Day on 29th 
May commemorates King Charles 
II’s birthday and the day in 1660 
on which he contrived to return 
to London following his exile after 
the Civil Wars and Protectorate 

(1645-1660). Today Oak Apple Day 
continues to be celebrated in many 
towns and villages and officially 
in London at the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea where In-Pensioners wear 
a sprig of oak on their uniforms 
and the statue of the King (Founder 
of the Hospital) is bedecked with 
branches of oak. It commemorates 
the tortuous day the fugitive King 
had spent hiding in an oak tree 
at Boscobel after the Battle of 
Worcester in 1651. 

The Master of Ceremonies and Morris Dancers  at Ansty. The Master of Ceremonies carries the May 
King & Queen’s crown on a cushion.

The choir of Magdalen College, Oxford, atop the Great Tower singing madrigals on 1st May.  
By William Holman Hunt

King Charles II returns to the Palace of Whitehall, on his birthday, 29th May 1660. 

The people of Great Wishford on Oak Apple Day, 29th May,  celebrating their ancient right to collect wood in Grovely Wood.


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Crockerton House

Crockerton Green

Warminster

Wiltshire

BA12 8AY

Tel: 01985 216631

Mobile: 07976 832393

Email: aslnash@hotmail.com

Web: adamnashthatcher.co.uk

M A S T E R  T H A T C H E RSECRETARY &
TREASURER WANTED
The Team Council for the Nadder Valley Benefice 

would like to appoint a Treasurer  
to oversee the financial aspects of the Team 

Council’s work, and a Secretary to take Minutes and 
to prepare the Agenda for its meetings.

A single suitable person could fulfil both roles.
HOURS ARE FLEXIBLE,  

for which an Honorarium / hourly rate  
will be offered.

Please contact the Team Rector 
 for further information:

The Reverend Dr. Graham Southgate
email: grahamsouthgate63@hotmail.com

Tel. 01722 714826

We love our old ways and 
appreciate how ‘high days and 
holidays’ bring our communities 
together. As we approach next 
month’s celebration of the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee , we look forward 
to what is being arranged for us 
to enjoy in our several villages. 
Whatever shape the celebrations 
take, we must hope they will create 
vivid memories for us all and 
especially for our children – some of 

whom, perhaps with dewy eyes, may 
recall the event well into the next 
century.(8)— PC

Notes
1.	 Vera Brittain, 1893-1970. First World War 

volunteer nurse, later a writer, feminist, 
socialist and pacifist. Her best-selling 
book ‘Testament of Youth’ (1933) told of 
her experiences in the War; it is one of 
the finest books of that time. She was the 
mother of Shirley Williams.

2.	 Samuel Ullman, 1840 – 1924. American 
humanitarian and poet. An extract from 
his acclaimed poem ‘Youth’.

3.	 May, in this old saying, refers to the 
month and not to hawthorn (may) 
blossom. The long version “Button to 
chin, till May be in, cast not a clout, till 
May be out” is less known. 

4.	 Sir Thomas Malory, imprisoned English 
knight and writer 1405-1471.

5.	 May Day and its celebration and 
Christmas for that matter, abolished by 
Cromwell and the Puritan parliament 
during the time of the Commonwealth, 
were reinstated at the Restoration. 

6.	 The date was chosen to commemorate 
the Haymarket protests in Chicago and 
workers’ struggle for an eight-hour 
working day in 1886. Labour Day or 
International Workers' Day is also referred 
to as ‘May Day’. Its celebration is entirely 
separate to the traditional May Day.

7.	 The origin of the Grovely celebration is 
not connected to King Charles II nor the 
origin of Oak Apple Day (29th May) so we 
can assume that, out of respect for him 
and later legislation, the village merged 
its annual celebration with Oak Apple 
Day which will be subject of an article in 
Village Buzz next month. 

8.	 The word ‘jubilee’ is the english form of 
the Hebrew ‘jobel’ meaning the joyful 
shout or clangor of trumpets which 
comes from the book of Leviticus in the 
Bible’s Old Testament. The custom was for 
every 7th year to be a jubilee year, a year 
of renewal and rest. 

Obligatory sprigs of oak for In-Pensioners on Founder’s Day at the Royal Hospital Chelsea circa 1975.

tel://01985216631
tel://07976832393
http://adamnashthatcher.co.uk
mailto:grahamsouthgate63%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://www.comptonsmith.co.uk
tel://01747850150
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Lawn care to the highest 
possible standards

What makes Lawntech stand out
from the crowd?
•    A track record of over 30 years 

experience, delivering consistent 
professionalism

•    Highly qualifi ed and accomplished 
technicians with over 130 years
of combined experience

•    We use golf course standard
equipment and products to achieve 
optimum results

Get a free, instant, no obligation
quote by using our online
measuring tool in 3 easy steps…
Visit www.lawn-tech.co.uk

1  Enter your postcode
2 Outline your lawn
3   Submit your details

FREEPHONE 08000 665 465
Free to call – landlines and mobiles

info@lawn-tech.co.uk
www.lawn-tech.co.uk

The South Wiltshire 
Horticultural Consultant

A trusted company with exceptional 
attention to detail and craftsmanship.

DESIGN | FORMATION | PRESERVATION | CONSULTANCY

Paul King (CMTGG)
Consultant Member of the Gardeners Guild

07825 225449
paulkinglandscaping@icloud.com 
www.paulkinglandscaping.co.uk

07840 747310
01722 679088

sjevanscarpentry@live.co.uk

www.sjevanscarpentryandbuilding.co.uk

@sjevanscarpentryandbuilding

EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS, 
HOME ALTERATIONS, 
STORAGE SOLUTIONS, FLOORING, 
DOORS AND ALL CARPENTRY WORK  
FREE ESTIMATES, FULLY INSURED, 
30+ YEARS IN THE TRADE.

Live independently
with the support
you need.
We understand that choosing the right homecare can be
overwhelming, which is why it's important for us to make 
the process as simple as possible.

We can provide for:

Companionship
Learning disabilities
Emergency care
Live-in care
24-hour care

Elderly support & assistance
Respite care & rehabilitation

Acquired brain & spinal injuries

Physical & sensory impairments

Complex care needs

08000 44 88 48
nursepluscareathome.com

tel://08000665465
http://www.lawn-tech.co.uk
tel://01722679088
tel://07840747310
tel://07825225449
tel://08000448848
http://www.nursepluscareathome.com
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85
Award winning building contractors covering every 
detail of your project from concept to hand overAward winning building contractors 

covering every detail of your project 
from concept to hand over
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Designed to Impress. Built to Last.
PF Parsons Ltd, Unit 1 Wylye Road, Hindon, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP3 6ER

t: 01747 820 422  e: enquiries@pfparsons.co.uk  w: pfparsons.co.uk

PF Parsons Ltd 
Unit 1 Wylye Road, Hindon, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP3 6ER

t: 01747 820 422 e: enquiries@pfparsons.co.uk w: pfparsons.co.uk
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  Designed to Impress 
Built to Last May’s Brain Gym

HOW TO PLAY SUDOKU
The objective of the puzzle is to complete the grid so each of 
the rows, columns and 3 x 3 sub-grids contains the numbers 

1 to 9. The challenging part of the puzzle is that each number 
can only appear once per row, column, or sub-grid.

SOLUTION ON PAGE 27

				    4 2 			 
4
			   3 	 7 		  6
		  3 5 		  1 		
8 1 		  2 	 5 		
	 4 			   6 			 
1 8 		  7 	 9 		
9 		  4 1 			   7
	 7 		  8 			   4
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FOVANT STORES
POST OFFICE |  GROCERIES |  OFF LICENCE 

NEWSAGENT |  LOT TERY

A family-run STORE & POST OFFICE  
on Fovant High Street. 

Because we offer long opening hours  
and exceptional service we are truly 

YOUR convenient village shop.

WE ARE OPEN FROM 7.00am - 8.00pm ALL WEEK 
EXCEPT SUNDAY  9.00am - 3.00pm

The May Queen – A Victorian perspective
Whilst the Lord and Lady of the May featured in Tudor and Stuart 
celebrations, the  Victorians tended to downplay the male and focus on 
the female presence. This followed the publication of Alfred Lord Tennyson 
poem ‘The May Queen’ which  popularised the tradition of crowning a May 
Queen. This long poem (excerpt only below) is a meditation on beauty, 
vanity and wasted youth. It was very popular and was set to music by 
William Dempster. A May King did feature and has survived in some villages. 
Locally, Ansty has recently introduced or perhaps re-introduced, a May King 
to their May celebrations.  

THE MAY QUEEN (an excerpt).

You must wake and call me early, call me early, mother dear;
To-morrow’ll be the happiest time of all the glad new-year,—
Of all the glad new-year, mother, the maddest, merriest day;
For I‘m to be Queen o’ the May, mother, I’m to be Queen o’ the May.
There’s many a black, black eye, they say, but none so bright as mine;
There’s Margaret and Mary, there’s Kate and Caroline;
But none so fair as little Alice in all the land, they say:
So I’m to be Queen o’ the May, mother, I’m to be Queen o’ the May.
I sleep so sound all night, mother, that I shall never wake,
If you do not call me loud when the day begins to break;
But I must gather knots of flowers and buds, and garlands gay;
For I’m to be Queen o’ the May, mother, I’m to be Queen o’ the May.
                                                                               		   Alfred, Lord Tennyson

Alfred, Lord Tennyson

tel://01747820422
http://www.pfparsons.co.uk
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Tuesday 17 May
File formats we prefer to work with –
High resolution Acrobat PDF or high resolution JPEG (300ppi)
To maintain the highest print quality we only accept high resolution images.  
In other words: Images must have a minimum resolution of 300ppi (pixels to the inch). 
Any problems please give Jan a call on 07881 288027.

Advertising & article submission deadline 
May’s Brain Gym

HOW TO PLAY SUDOKU
The objective of the puzzle is to complete the grid so each of 
the rows, columns and 3 x 3 sub-grids contains the numbers 

1 to 9. The challenging part of the puzzle is that each number 
can only appear once per row, column, or sub-grid.

SOLUTION ON PAGE 27

6 5 8 9 4 2 3 7 1
4 3 7 8 6 1 2 5 9
2 9 1 3 5 7 4 8 6
7 6 3 5 9 8 1 4 2
8 1 9 7 2 4 5 6 3
5 4 2 1 3 6 7 9 8
1 8 4 6 7 3 9 2 5
9 2 6 4 1 5 8 3 7
3 7 5 2 8 9 6 1 4

25

Solution to: 
April’s Brain Gym on 

page 25

Hello Local Businesses!
DO YOU RUN A SMALL BUSINESS OR SERVICE?
Our area is growing – Grow with us!

Advertise in 2022 with Village Buzz  
and get yourself noticed!
We hand-deliver Village Buzz to over 750 homes in and around the 
Nadder Valley, making over 2000 people aware of your business and 
what you have to offer. Is YOUR business worth the investment?

FULL COLOUR ADVERTISING		  ONE MONTH	 6 MONTHS	 ONE YEAR

1/4  page 	 (74mm x 106mm) P*	 £19.00	 £90.00	 £168.00
1/2  page 	 (152mm x 106mm) L*	 £38.00	 £186.00	 £336.00

Full page 	 (152mm x 218mm) P*	 £75.00	 £372.00	 £672.00

NO VAT TO PAY.			                                                     * P – PORTRAIT    L – LANDSCAPE

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE WITH US BUT HAVE NO ARTWORK?
We will design and produce your ad for FREE*
* Minimum order applies (Quarter page ad for 6 months)
VILLAGE BUZZ is designed and published by September Design, a graphic design partnership 
based in Compton Chamberlayne. An on-line, interactive version is also available in PDF format at: 

www.village-buzz.co.uk
Editor: Gill Fisk | gill@village-buzz.co.uk  
Design & Production & Advertising: 
Jan Kalinowski | jan@village-buzz.co.uk
telephone: 01722 716874 | mobile: 07881 288027
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HEATING 
OIL TANKS

Replacement Oil Tanks
Emergency Holding Tanks
Tank Relocation
Heating Oil Tanks
Diesel Storage Tanks
Rainwater Harvesting
System

Call today
01722 714514 

www.tankservices.co.uk

DOMESTIC       AGRICULTURAL       COMMERCIAL

• Septic Tank Emptying

• Temporary Toilet Hire

• Luxury Trailer Toilets & Showers

• Welfare Units

• Refrigerated Trailer Units

01747 871464

www.robbeale.co.uk
www.temporaryfacilities.co.uk

admin@temporaryfacilities.co.uk

Offering a Prompt and Courteous Service

26
26

Dear dog walkers  
		  and dog owners.
A tiny selfish minority are giving dog 

owners a bad name. Please ensure that 
our village lanes and paths are kept 

clean for everybody to enjoy safely!

please don’t
leave it!

oops... put the bag over 
your hand

pick it up and dispose of 
responsibly!

http://www.village-buzz.co.uk
mailto:gill%40village-buzz.co.uk?subject=
mailto:jan%40village-buzz.co.uk?subject=
tel://01722716874
tel://07881288027
tel://07881288027
tel://01722714514
tel://01747871464
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   USEFUL INFORMATION

SALISBURY  
HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING CENTRE

SUMMER (1 April - 31 October)
9.00am - 4.00pm
CLOSED ON THURSDAYS

WINTER (1 November to 31 March)
10.00am - 4.00pm
CLOSED ON THURSDAYS & FRIDAYS
Stephenson Road, 
Churchfields Industrial Estate SP2 7NP 
Tel: 01722 322309

MEDICAL

SPRING ORCHARD SURGERY
Telephone: 01722 714789
Spring Orchard Surgery, High Street, Fovant, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP3 5JL

OLD ORCHARD SURGERY
Telephone: 01722 744775
Old Orchard Surgery, South Street, Wilton, 
Salisbury, SP2 0JU

SALISBURY DISTRICT HOSPITAL
Odstock Rd, Salisbury SP2 8BJ
Tel: 01722 336262

NICHOLSON AND BOUGH CHARITY 
FOR BARFORD ST MARTIN RESIDENTS

Telephone: 01722 744546 
or write in strict confidence to:
Clerk to the Trustees, 2 The Poplars,  
Barford St Martin, SP3 4AR

THEATRES/ART

Salisbury Playhouse
Malthouse Lane, Salisbury SP2 7RA
Tel: 01722 320333 

Salisbury City Hall
Malthouse Lane, Salisbury SP2 7TU
Tel: 01722 434434

Salisbury Arts Centre
Bedwin St, Salisbury SP1 3UT
Tel: 01722 321744

Odeon Cinema Salisbury
New Canal, Salisbury SP1 2AA
Tel: 0333 014 4501

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL

HEAD OFFICE
Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 
8JN

BOURNE HILL
Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP1 3UZ
Council offices are open Monday to Friday 
from 8.30am until 5.30pm

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL SERVICES

Worried about a child? 
If you believe a child or young person is at 
risk of significant harm, neglect or injury, 
report your concerns to the Multi-Agency 
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0300 4560108.

Adult Care 
Tel: 0300 456 0111 
adviceandcontact@wiltshire.gov.uk

Benefits 
Tel: 0300 456 0110 
benefits@wiltshire.gov.uk

Blue Badges 
Tel: 01225 713002 
bluebadge@wiltshire.gov.uk

Building Control 
Tel: 0300 456 0113 
buildingcontrol@wiltshire.gov.uk

CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
Early Help 
Tel: 01225 718230

Children’s Services 
Special Educational Needs and Disability 
(SEND) 
Tel: 01225 757985

Children’s Services Social Care
Tel: 01722 438165

COMMUNICATIONS 
(press and media related enquiries) 
Tel: 01225 713115 or 01225 713370  
communications@wiltshire.gov.uk

Corporate Investigation Team 
01249 706456 
investigations@wiltshire.gov.uk

Council Tax 
Tel: 0300 456 0109 
counciltax@wiltshire.gov.uk

Elections 
Tel: 0300 456 0112 
elections@wiltshire.gov.uk

Early Years and Childcare 
Tel: 0300 003 4561 
earlyyears@wiltshire.gov.uk

Fraud Hotline (24 hours) 
Tel: 01249 706456

Highways 
Tel: 0300 456 0105 or to report  
non-urgent highway defects.

Homes4Wiltshire (housing register) 
Tel: 0300 456 0104 
homes4wiltshire@wiltshire.gov.uk
Housing Options/Homelessness homeless@
wiltshire.gov.uk
Tel: 01722 434233

Parking 
Tel: 01249 706131 
parking@wiltshire.gov.uk

Pest Control, Noise and Pollution, 
Environmental Health 
Tel: 0300 456 0107 
customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk

Planning 
Tel: 0300 456 0114 
developmentmanagement@wiltshire.gov.uk

Rubbish and Recycling 
Tel: 0300 456 0102 
customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk

Schools Admissions 
Tel: 01225 713010 
admissions@wiltshire.gov.uk

School Transport 
Tel: 01225 712852 
educationtransport@wiltshire.gov.uk

Can’t find the service you require?

Contact Customer Services 
Tel: 0300 456 0100 

tel://01722742242

